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MASTER GARDENER OF THE YEAR
SARAH OSTERMILLER

Betty and Jake Lyons, 2018 Master Gardeners of the Year,
present TCMGA’s top award to Sarah Ostermiller at the
December Banquet.
“If you want something done, ask a busy person” refers to Sarah Ostermiller, TCMGA 2019 Vice
President, Plant Sale Chair and 2020 Garden Tour Co-Chair. She’s also served, among other
duties, as a class mentor, propagation class instructor, membership committee chair and
regular volunteer in the Learning Garden.
“Always friendly and encouraging,” a person who “knows what she wants and how to get it
done,” “supportive and energetic,” “indefatigable, enthusiastic and a good leader” were some of
the comments made in her nominations. Maybe the best one: “a good cook and makes her own
cheese” – always a plus at TCMGA potlucks! Congratulations, Sarah!
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Bob Allen receives 20 Year Membership recognition
Potato and bee expert, raspberry pruner, parking guru – quietly
supportive and always there!

AWARDS BANQUET

Kristy Lund – Behind the Scenes Award
Class instructor, Learning Garden and Youth
Authority volunteer, Food Bank and Seed to
Supper liaison. AV guru and slug mask wearer!

Ken Jackson – Learning Gardener of the Year
Ron Jones recognizes Ken’s building of the LG’s Model Train, a huge
hit during the County Fair each year. And his dedication to recycling!

Vickie Wight – Early Bloomer
Farmers Markets, the Learning Garden, Plant Sale,
Spring and Fall classes, the Master Gardener Office
– Vickie’s tried it all. Our Facebook Guru!

Neal Lemery – Golden Trowel Award
2

Thanks to Jake Lyons and Cammy Hickman for pictures

The President’s indispensable right-hand helper
and go-to person for advice, guidance, support.

President’s Corner
It is now 9:15 am Friday morning and we have just gotten the generator plugged in, all
the necessary breakers switched to ‘on’, the computer fired up and finally a cup of hot
coffee in hand. Whew! We lost power last night about 8:30 pm and went to bed in
hopes the terrific TPUD crews would miraculously have the power back on before
morning. That did not happen. The winds in North Tillamook County exceeded 60
mph overnight and are still going strong this morning with the high wind warning in
place until 4 pm. When the rain lets up – it is sheeting horizontally from the garage
roof - I will go out and gather up my white 5-gallon buckets that were covering the mole
traps….
The Awards Banquet was a great success. The Elks Lodge was decorated for the
holidays, the food and service were excellent and everyone had a nice evening to
socialize and honor the award recipients. Pianist Jessica Sticklen played for us during
the social hour. Jake had created a wonderful photo presentation, but unfortunately,
we discovered the cable connection from our new TCMGA Laptop was not compatible
with the OSU Projector. We will be showing his presentation at the January Board and
Chapter meeting, though, so be sure to come!
The 2020 Board is complete save for a person to represent the 2019 Master Gardener
Class. This is an elected position with a one-year term of office. The incumbent may
serve two consecutive years with re-election. The position represents the interests of
his/her graduating class to the Executive Board, encourages graduating class members
to participate in TCMGA events and activities, and provides their feedback to the
organization on TCMGA events and activities. Please contact me or Kristy Lund if you
would like additional insight into the position.
As we have learned over the past year, accounting for our volunteer time is extremely
important. Linda Stephenson, Vickie Wight and John Casteel have developed a Quick
Reference Guide to ease the task of categorizing our most common activities and
recording them in VRS (OSU’s Volunteer Reporting System).
We will be asking
members to be diligent about reporting their hours during the year.
We have the Master Gardener Classes ready to go, registration is continuing, mentors
are signed up. Thanks also to those who have volunteered to assist with class room set
up. We could still use 4-5 more folks so that the same people do not have to be at every
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class. Another reminder for Hardy Perennials who will be recertifying: You must
register online at bit.ly//TillamookOSUMasterGardener. If you need assistance, please
contact the Extension Office.
Our plate is full already for 2020 with project applications in hand, the Education
Committee in full swing, Seed to Supper classes, Plant Sale, Garden Tour, and MiniCollege all on the docket. I’m certain we can achieve and excel in each of these events
with the outstanding volunteers in our association. As I said at the Banquet, I am
extremely proud to be a part of this organization.

Cammy Hickman, TCMGA President

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Volunteer Opportunities

Board Member Needed
2019 Class Representative

January 9 – April 2
Set-up Crew for MG Classes:

Elected position, one-year term. Represents
the ideas and interests of the Class of 2019.

Volunteers to serve as 'Set-up Crew' for
Master Gardener Classes. Move tables, set
up chairs, make coffee, lower projection
screen, set up laptop, check microphones,
assist with instructor preparation.

Contact Cammy
tillamookmastergardener@gmail.com

Apprentices & Recertifying
Hardies

We hope to have enough people identified
(8-10), to set up a rotation schedule so we
won't burn out a small group.

If you missed the banquet, stop by the
Extension Office to pick up your certificates
and badges.

Contact Cammy
tillamookmastergardener@gmail.com

Hardies: To recertify in 2020, don’t forget to
register online:
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bit.ly//TillamookOSUMasterGardener

YEAR-END REPORT TO OMGA – Evelynn VonFeldt
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Neal Lemery’s Compost Pile
Where Do All the Leaves Go?
I spent significant time in the garden this fall enjoying the fall leaves and then cleaning them
up. We’ve lived on our two acres for fifteen years now and are seeing a variety of trees and
shrubs coming into their prime in terms of growth, form and beauty. Our efforts, including
pruning, weeding, and fertilizing, are paying off, with a more attractive landscape, requiring
less maintenance and less watering in the summer. And more leaves in the fall.
The abundant leaves have been used as mulch, and as additions to the compost pile along with
kitchen waste, and small limbs from the never-ending pruning. My compost pile has done
better since I’ve added some red wiggler worms. (I
couldn’t resist ordering worms from a business with
the name of Uncle Jim’s Worm Farm! The worms even
come in a nice bag with the company name and Jim’s
smiling face. I love taking it to the grocery store as a
produce bag!)
But what about the rest? I’ve run through the
abundance with my lawn mower, reducing the mess
and making decent piles in my borders and under trees
and shrubs. They lie there unattended and ignored,
and are nearly gone by the time spring bursts forth.
My research says I’m really working as a gardener by chopping up leaves with my lawn mower
and then ignoring them. I’m making “leaf mold.” Well, my garden is making leaf mold. I’m
just being lazy in the winter, preferring to be inside in my chair with a hot beverage by the fire.
Nature is doing the hard work in my absence.
“Leaf mold is essentially ‘composted’ shade
tree leaves. However, unlike traditional
compost that undergoes a heat-generating,
bacterially-driven process, leaf mold is
produced through a cooler and much slower
fungal-driven process. The resulting
decomposed material is an excellent additive to
soil. It can be mixed in during tillage, or used
as a surface mulch for no-till gardening.
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HOW IS LEAF MOLD DIFFERENT THAN OTHER COMPOST?
“Tree leaves are high in carbon and low in nitrogen compared to other compostable materials.
The carbon to nitrogen ratio (C:N) is typically 60:1. The C:N ratio to support ideal bacterial
decomposition is 24:1. Because of this, tree leaves cannot be conventionally composted without
adding a nitrogen-rich material to increase the C:N ratio. The high C:N ratio is also the reason
that tilling leaves directly into soil is not recommended. The soil microorganisms will use up
the soil nitrogen in an effort to break down the leaves, which leads to nitrogen deficiency in
plants. However, given adequate time and moisture, separate fungal decomposition of leaves
results in an excellent material that can be added to the soil.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF LEAF MOLD FOR MY GARDEN?
“Leaf mold adds
valuable organic
matter to the soil.
This natural soil
conditioner
improves waterholding capacity,
enhances soil
structure (and
therefore water and
air movement within
the soil), and provide
habitat for the soil’s
micro– and macro–
organisms. Research
has shown that leaf
mold and other
composts can increase
crop yield, improve
plant health, and even
enhance a plant’s
resistance to disease.
As a mulch, leaf
mold moderates soil
temperature and
reduces evaporation.
Our growing
understanding of soil
health principles
underscores the value
of natural organic
materials such as leaf
mold in plant health and productivity.”
(https://pepin.extension.wisc.edu/files/2017/08/170801-Leaf-Mold.pdf)
Leaf mold has twice the amount of minerals than does manure. It can absorb 50% of its weight
in water, so it acts as an excellent soil amendment, which is especially good for clay soils. It is
essentially a form of organic roughage.
Trees absorb their mineral nutrients from the soil which are then held in the leaves. When
leaves decompose, then return calcium, magnesium, potassium and phosphorous to the soil.
Freshly fallen leaves contain significant amounts of nitrogen, and lignin. As dead leaves age,
the lignin (a fibrous polymer which is the second-most common form of carbon-based material
on the planet after cellulose) becomes hard and tough, and is more resistant to deterioration.
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This process is dependent upon nitrogen. Thus, to speed up the process, you should add ‘green
waste’ such as grass clippings and coffee grounds, or commercial high nitrogen fertilizer. The
decomposition process requires moisture and oxygen, as well. (http://planetnatural.com)
Leaf mold is good for the creatures in the garden, too. Worms, salamanders, and even
pollinators hang out in the leaves during the winter, finding shelter and a wide array of food. It
is heaven for fungi, too, allowing a wide range of beneficial mushrooms and other fungi to work
their winter magic, and grow their connecting rhizomes into the soil, connecting plants and
allowing beneficial nutrients to be shared.
I may seem like the lazy gardener on a cold, drizzly winter day. But, I’m really hard at
work, taking care of my fungi, my salamanders, Uncle Jim’s worms, and my nutrient recycling.
I’m making leaf mold.

See you in Master Gardener Classes!
Mentor Training: January 2, 10 am
First Class: January 9, 9 am to noon
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Oregon Master Gardener Association
Website
Marcille Ansorge
OMGA has a website which may be found at https://omga.org. Under the
headings HOME, ABOUT , CALENDER , NEWS, RESOURCES, CHAPTERS,
CONTACT US, the site offers useful information related to Oregon Master
Gardeners.
Start with the HOME page. Note the two PowerPoint
presentations near the top of the page. If you didn’t see
the 2019 Extension Educator Grant presentation at the
OMGA meeting here in Tillamook in November, you can
look at it here and see how the chapters who received
grants used them. The presentation to the right is a
survey that was done in 2018; some of you responded to
these questions. Here you can see how members around the state responded to
questions about the organization.
The rest of the HOME page has a lot of information related to the organization,
such as meeting dates, officers, and mission and vision statements, and can
answer questions you may have about it.
When you click on the heading ABOUT, you see a long menu. There are some
useful items here for those of you who are actively involved with TCMGA. If you
want to know what other chapters in the state are doing, read the Quarterly
Reports. If you want to know what OMGA is doing read the Minutes from the last
two years. Information about grants and the Search for Excellence and how to
apply is under Documents and Forms. The last item on that menu is Mini
College. The information there is for the last one held in 2018 and will soon be
updated with news about 2020 Mini College.
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Next on the headings list is the CALENDAR. This gives information about OMGA
events as well as chapter events around the state. It may be worth your while to
check the calendar in April and May to see when nearby chapters are having their
plant sales. TCMGA in 2020 will have information about its Plant Sale and
Garden Tour on the calendar.
Under the heading NEWS, you can access the present Gardener’s Pen as well as
past issues. Additional items there now are the November report by Gail
Langellotto, OMGA State Coordinator and her statement related to climate
change.
RESOURCES has links to OSU Extension and sites that may be useful for doing
Plant Clinics, including the PNW Management Handbooks.
The section under CHAPTERS is of great interest.
This colorful page has links to all chapters in the State.
Some link to the OSU Extension site for their chapter
and some link directly to
their chapter’s website.
Clicking on the Tillamook
link leads to its OSU
Extension site but there is
link to its own website.
The chapter websites are varied but all contain a lot of
information about their activities, their gardens, and
their special events. Two chapters that have especially
good websites are Yamhill County and Jackson County.
Note that each page has a special box with a list of
winners of grants for 2019. These include TCMGA as a
winner of both an Extension Educator Grant and a Karl
Carlson Grant. Take time to explore the website and
learn more about what being a Master Gardener in
Oregon is all about.
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TCMGA OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Appointed Chairs
Annual Committees

Elected Officers
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Historian
OMGA Rep
OMGA Alt Rep
Class Rep 2018
Class Rep 2019

Cammy Hickman
Karen Sarnaker
Ron Vogel
Nika Van Tilburg
Neal Lemery
Arla Ayers
Jake Lyons
Jake Lyons
Betty Lyons
Kristy Lund
TBD

Extension Agent

TBD

TBD
Evelynn VonFeldt
Marilyn Perl
Linda Stephenson
Arla Ayers
Kristy Lund

Standing Committees
Learning Garden
Thymes Newsletter
Tiller Newsletter

Awards &
Banquet
Budget

Communications/
Webmaster/Publicity

Grants
Hospitality
Membership

Special Projects
Gardening Day Camp
Oregon Youth Authority
Native Plant Garden
Educational Programs

Audit

Linda Stephenson
Jamie Sinnott, Asst.
Deborah Lincoln
Laura Swanson

Mentors
Mini-College
Nominating
Photo Contest
Picnic
Plant Clinics North
South
Tillamook
Plant Sale
Projects
Pruning Day
Scholarships
Tour 2020
Volunteers

Terri Southwick
Deb Lincoln
Cammy Hickman
Teri Southwick
Dee Harguth
Nika Van Tilburg
Cammy Hickman
Ron Vogel
Cammy Hickman
Neal Lemery
Sheri Vick
Vickie Wight
Kristy Lund
2019 Class Rep
Nika Van Tilburg
Dee Harguth
Ron Vogel
Sarah Ostermiller
Linda Stephenson
TBA
Karen Sarnaker, Chair
Cammy Hickman
Jake Lyons
Linda Stephenson
Mark Kuestner
Tim & Pam Burke
Jake & Betty Lyons
Sarah Ostermiller
Karen Sarnaker, Chair
Ron Vogel
TBD
Cammy Hickman
Sarah Ostermiller
Barb Casteel
Evelynn VonFeldt

Email Addresses & Web Pages
General
Thymes
TCMGA

tillamookmastergardener@gmail.com
OMGA
https://omga.org/
dslincoln51@gmail.com
Gardeners Pen https://omga.org/category/gardenershttps://tillamookmastergardeners.com/
pen-newsletter/
https://www.facebook.com/tillamookmastergardeners

JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 2

Mentor Orientation, 10 am

January 9

Orientation for 2020 Master Gardening Classes, 9 – noon

January 14

Plant Sale Meeting, 9 am – 10 am
TCMGA Board & Chapter Meeting, 10 am – 12 am
Garden Tour Meeting, 12:30 pm

January 20

Holiday; Extension Office closed
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