THE TILLAMOOK THYMES

Master Gardeners’ Impact on Tillamook County
With Joy’s impending retirement (May 31), the OSU Extension Service is looking at options for filling
her position. They need to know how important Joy has been to TCMGA and to Tillamook County and
how important a new person with similar capabilities will be for us. TCMGA has sent the following
letter to Gail Langellotto, along with an impact statement. The full impact statement is on page 12.
See page 2 for a summary.

Ms. Langellotto:
On behalf of the Tillamook County Master Gardener Association, we are submitting the
enclosed Impact Statement in support of continuing an Extension Agent/Master Gardener
Advisor position in Tillamook County.
OSU Tillamook County Extension Agent, Joy Jones is retiring in May. Although well-earned
and certainly deserved, it will be a significant loss to the Tillamook County Master Gardener
Program and our Association chapter. Joy has been Tillamook County Master Gardener
Association’s (TCMGA) advisor, mentor and ardent supporter over the years with the success
of these two programs largely attributable to her guidance.
As you will see by the enclosed Impact Statement, the Tillamook County Master Gardener
Association is deeply involved in fulfilling its mission to extend horticultural support and
education to the communities of Tillamook County. Keep in mind the data below reflects
activities and programs delivered in 2018. They have been in place and successful for many
years and are expected to continue and be enhanced in coming years.
TCMGA is a robust fully functioning organization, but still needs the benefit of a person with
similar capabilities, knowledge and experience as Joy Jones. We ask that you consider this
information in determining the structure, qualifications and scope of responsibilities when
selecting the individual to fill the Tillamook County Extension agent position. Thank you.
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Gail needs to hear from all of us. A letter (snail mail is best) in your
own words laying out how important to TCMGA and to the county the
position will be is valuable information for Gail to use when working
with the budget writers. Send your letter to:
Gail Langellotto
Master Gardener Program Coordinator
Agriculture & Life Sciences 4017
2750 SW Campus Way
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Corvallis, Oregon 97331

TCMGA’S IMPACT, 2018
See the full Impact Statement on Page 12
New Master Gardeners : 20
Hours of training they completed : 66
Minimum number of volunteer hours they completed : 60
Returning Master Gardeners recertified by attending at least ten hours of training : 48
Minimum number of volunteer hours they completed : 30
Number of Master Gardeners who are members of the TCMGA : 90
43 Number of volunteers who worked in the Learning Garden : 43
How many volunteer hours they put in : 1184
Number of visitors touring the Garden during the County Fair : 1505
Pounds of produced delivered to local food banks : 870
Number of individuals who took the “Seed to Supper” class : 26
Number of hours of instruction provided by MGs in “Seed to Supper” : 312
Number of “Seed to Supper” classes : 6
Seed packets provided for free to the community by TCMGA and the county library : 16,000
Number of hours of instruction MG volunteers provided to incarcerated youth : 320
Number of hours of pruning assistance provided to the community : 60
Number of families assisted with pruning : 8
Number of people attending a community rose pruning workshop : 15
Number of customers attending the annual plant sale : 750
Number of plants they purchased : 2,000
Net proceeds from the plant sale : $7,000
Size of scholarship was awarded to a Tillamook Bay Community College Student : $1,000
Number of visitors to Tour Gardens Six gardens from as far away as Michigan : 190
County households receiving Extension’s quarterly Tiller with articles by MGs : 640
People receiving TCMGA’s monthly newsletter, the Thymes : 130
Number of followers of TCMGA’s Facebook page : 525
Number of volunteers staffing MG Office plant clinics : 62
Number of hours of service they provided : 832
Number of local gardeners they served : 532
Number of volunteers staffing Farmers Markets & Harvest Festival : 33
Number of hours of service they provided : 320
Number of local gardeners they served : 384
45 Number of community members attending mini-courses : 45
Number of people who took Master Gardener training in Tillamook County over the past 32 years : 596
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
I have spent the last three weeks cleaning up flowerbeds, digging and
dividing plants for the plant sale, working on the lawn. This activity
includes schlepping potting soil, pots, tools, bags of lime, yard debris and all other matter to either the
compost bin or ‘sit and rot’ pile down back. As with most of you doing similar activities, there have been
any number of evenings where I sought out the Advil bottle even before I went for my wine bottle. Ah-h-hh Spring!! I am happy it has arrived and not complaining – much.
By the time this edition of The Thymes is published, all of the apprentices will have successfully completed
the Master Gardener classes. What an accomplishment and my congratulations to each of you. The
classroom part of the training is behind you and now you have any number of opportunities to put your
newfound knowledge into practice. As Kristy Lund remarked during class ‘This is an excellent time to go
shopping….’ ‘Try on’ some of the projects, tasks, support opportunities this year, and find an area that fits
you.
Preparation for the Annual Plant Sale is in high gear. Sarah and committee members have things well in
hand. Publicity for the sale will also be ready to go in early April. We will be asking members to spread the
word among family and friends and to distribute flyers in their local communities. The Communications
Committee will be using our website and Facebook pages as well as print and radio media to promote the
event. Banners and sandwich boards will also be up in the area along with yard signs and sandwich boards.
This event truly needs ‘All hands on deck’ to ensure success.
Joy Jones is retiring in May. Although well earned and certainly deserved, it will be a significant loss to the
Tillamook County Master Gardener Program and our Association chapter. Joy has been TCMGA’s advisor,
mentor and ardent supporter over the years with the success of these two programs largely attributable to
her guidance. In her absence, there will undoubtedly be many ‘gaps to fill’. There is some uncertainty as to
how and when the University will fill her position. Some of us will be meeting with her over the next month
to identify areas where TCMGA can step up to help maintain the high standards she has achieved for the
Master Gardener training classes and TCMGA.
Last fall, when it became evident she really did intend to retire, Neal Lemery drafted an Impact Statement
setting out the number hours Master Gardeners have spent supporting the OSU Master Gardener Program
in Tillamook County, and the statement is published in this edition of the newsletter (page 12). It is an
impressive accounting of our involvement with the community. I commend all of you for the role each of
you have played in supporting these activities, projects and events.
The Extension Office is hosting a Retirement Celebration for her on Thursday, May 16, 4pm – 6pm at the
Extension Office. Please mark the date in red, flashing neon on your calendar, set an obnoxious phone
alarm or pin a note to the mirror so you will not miss this opportunity to wish her well.

Cammy Hickman, President
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOME & GARDEN SHOW COMING
Saturday and Sunday, April 13 & 14

Did you pay your dues?
TCMGA dues are payable by MARCH 31. The e-mail list will be purged on April 15 of anyone who has
not yet paid.
Don’t miss out!

Membership is highest ever!
TCMGA is boasting the highest number of members ever! As of mid-March, there are 83 paid members
and 24 apprentices, for a total of 107 TCMGA members.

Special Office Training for Hardies
April 2, 1-3 pm: MG Office. Special session to remind
Hardy Perennials about procedures for working in the
office. If you plan to work this year, please try to attend.

Super Master Gardeners
These are Hardy Perennials who have volunteered to
mentor apprentices during office hours this next year.
Several have volunteered. If you are interested and have
not been contacted, let Joy know.

Substitutes
If you’re interested in being on the substitute list, please let
Sheila know. Specify if you’re willing to be on the shortnotice list (you live close!) or the longer-notice list.
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Kudos from the
March Board Meeting
 Jake & Betty Lyons for the countertop
in the Learning Garden Office
 Larry Goss for fulfilling the Treasurer’s
role for two years
 Sarah Ostermiller for taking on the
Plant Sale and continuing to document
procedures
 The Chapter for developing policies,
procedures & job descriptions
 The Audit Committee for getting the
organization off to a good start.

Karen’s Korner
by Karen Keltz
What Makes a Garden?
(A definition, a recipe, a portrait)
Gardens are more than just a collection of trees, bushes, and flowers, aren’t they? As I walk in
my garden, no matter the season, I am reminded of my friends and my family, living or not.
Almost every plant, bush, or tree has a story, so that walking through my garden is like strolling
through my life.
When there is a break from the rain, cold, snow or frost, or less
common here on the Oregon Coast, the searing heat, when it’s
finally light and maybe even sunny, I go outside in search of signs
of new birth and repeating wonders. The iris in the front walk send
me straight in thought to my friend Linda, the soon-to-be-retired
co-editor of a revered literary journal. Her favorite flower is the iris
and she especially loves the scent. I love the delicacy and the colors,
and Linda as well.
The red and pink peonies in our front and side beds, as well as the wisteria
in our pergola, fill me with thoughts of my mother’s garden and my teaching
colleague and now departed friend, Melinda. My mother’s scarlet and pink
peonies came into their full glory at the end of every May, just in time to be
placed on relatives’ graves for Memorial Day. The peony bed, close to the
row of hazelnut trees, and next to the white lilac bush, was my favorite part
of her flower garden. Such a heady delight to sit on the lawn, soaking up the
early summer sun and smelling lilac and peonies! No perfume crafted has
ever been like that!
Melinda had planted peonies all around the front of her home and her
favorite time of year was early summer, sitting on her porch late morning-she never got up early if she could help it!--and waiting for that whiff of
sweetness to accost her senses. Her peonies were in every color but her
favorites were the peach ones. In her memory, just this last Christmas, my
husband gave me two peony plants to plant by our front garden pergola,
next to the roses he was gifted from the Pioneer Museum rose garden,
planted by the Queen of Rosaria, he reminds me. Won’t that be a lovely
place to sit this summer!? I am also glad to report that last year the wisteria
on our back yard pergola finally bloomed, another place to remind me of
my dear friend.
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Speaking of lilacs, every late spring I am thrilled to see that my grandmother’s lilac bush is again
blooming. She gave me a sucker of that way back in the 90’s to grace our Rockaway Beach
garden, and when we moved to South Prairie 15 years
later, we dug it up and brought it with us. Not too
happy about the move, it was sickly awhile, but in a
couple of years it rallied, and presents us with a
glorious aroma when it blooms.
At a flower show last year I smelled an Edgeworthia
chrysantha for the first time, fell enraptured, and so
this fall we planted one in our western garden, close to
where we plan to have a fire pit. Its scent is exhilarating
bliss in the winter months when it blooms on its naked
limbs. (It takes a special kind of courage, does it not, to be naked and blooming in a winter
garden?) That, and the heucheras, with their tiny pink blooms, in the secret shade garden,
remind me of wonderful plant show tours taken with my Master Gardener friend, Louise.
In our back garden, I planted many years ago a honeysuckle to climb up a common and grayblah Chittum tree (Cascara Buckthorn, Ramnus purshiana) to provide some color and scent, like
the burgeoning honeysuckle at the end of the walk at the farmhouse where I grew up. Now it
does exactly that, reminding me of all the neighbors who came to visit, the customers buying
eggs and milk from my mother, and my sisters and brother romping with our dogs Trixie and
Stubby.
No matter what season, everywhere I walk in my garden, I see family and friends. Some of them
are plants, bushes or trees, and some of them are human, but for me, they are deliciously
interconnected, neither existing without the other.
Karen Keltz is a Master Gardener, class of 2015. She is a retired journalist and an author published in several
genres. Also, she is a retired educator and voracious reader who loves gardening, singing, and crafting with
herbs and glass.

In Memoriam
Mo Levy
Moira (Mo) Levy was in the 2018 MG Class and
had come back to mentor the class of 2019 before falling ill. She told
us in her “Meet the Class of 2018” that dancing was her passion and
that she had been a ballerina for eight years with the St. Louis
Dance Company. She came to us through Dee Harguth and was
engaged to marry Dee’s son. The TCMGA board has ordered a quilt
block to be placed in the Learning Garden in her memory and the
family has been asked what they would like on it. Kristy Lund has
organized a scholarship fund for MG classes as well; contributions
can be made to TCMGA. The family will be doing one as well.
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~ Evelynn Von Feldt

Photo Contest Winners
The annual TCMGA Photo Contest ended March 7, and I’m glad I didn’t have to make
the selection. Among the couple of dozen beautiful photographs submitted, these four
were chosen the winners. Thank you to Jake Lyons for organizing the contest and
Congratulations to Tim, Nika, Michael and Jaime!

Tim Miller, Flower

Nika van Tilberg, Garden
Nika van Tilberg, Garden

Michael Thomas, Animal in the Garden
Jaime Sinnott, Lanscape
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PLANT SALE LABELING
Believe it or not, our Annual Plant Sale is only 5 weeks away! Saturday May 4 we will throw
open the doors to hundreds of eager gardeners anxious to buy our beautifully grown
vegetables, flowers, perennials and natives for their home gardens. Providing plant tags with
accurate plant identification and care information is an essential component of our sale.
Oregon Master Gardener Association (OMGA) has provided simple guidelines so that plant
labeling is thorough and understandable to the home gardener. The minimum recommended
information should include the common name, scientific name and any cultivar, if known.
Vegetables don’t need a scientific name, but the cultivar is very helpful. For annuals and
perennials, any important cultural information about bloom time, size, light and moisture
requirements would be good to include. I realize this is a lot of information to squeeze on a
plant tag, so we are providing the wide (1-3/8” x 5”) plant stakes for your use. If you provide
the information about what you are growing and how many plants you will have, we will have
labels made. Please understand that we can only sell plants that are properly identified and
tagged.
Please send me a list of what you are
growing, how many labels you need and the
information for each plant, as soon as
possible. If you prefer to write up your own
tags, let me know how many you will need.
Tillamook Master Gardeners are known for
the happy and healthy plants we grow and
sell at our plant sale and we want our
customers to continue to be confident in
what they purchase from us. If you have any
questions, give me a call or send me a note.

~ Sarah Ostermiller
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Neal Lemery’s Compost Pile
Oso Berry: One of the First Great Smells of Spring
An early spring walk in the woods has so
many rewards: the earthy, funky smell of
warming soil, the thick, water-soaked
moss, the fattening buds of elderberry, and
the purple haze of alder
blossoms.
The
first
migrations of birds moving
north brighten the bare twigs
of shrubs and trees, as
sunlight shines on the first
hints of the brilliant greens
and yellows of skunk cabbage
flowers, yet the rest of the
forest still rests in winter
slumber.

A member of the rose family, Oso berry is
often neglected as a planting in our
gardens. Yet, its cheery blooms are one of
the first to appear, and its vibrant bright
green foliage lights up the
forest. Hummingbirds, bees
and other insects are
attracted to its blossoms,
providing them with much
needed early season nectar.
In fall, its leaves change to a
bright yellow.
Oemleria cerasiformis are
usually dioecious -- male or
female flowers on separate
plants, and the flowers are
green-white, in hanging
clusters at ends of leafy
branches. The
flowers
emerge
before
the
leaves. Pollinated
female
plants
produce
small,
cherry-shaped fruits, which
were cherished by native
Americans
for
their
medicinal value. The fruits
turn from green to orange to
purple and are highly
desired by birds, which
spread their seed in their
droppings. The fruits are
pithy and bitter, yet edible.
The leaves are ovate and veined, almost
translucent, and apparently taste like
cucumber. The vegetation turns a darker
green in summer. They start turning yellow

Nothing compares to the
sweet, almond- like scent of
oso berry, or Indian plum, as
delicate clusters of white
blossoms brighten the bare
branches of this native along
stream banks and along some
of my favorite trails. It often
has
graceful
arching
branches, which is pleasing in
the winter garden. I often
first discover it by its subtle
fresh scent.
The rest of the blooms of
spring are still waiting for
warmer, sunnier days, but
the Oso berry makes its dramatic entrance
with its green-white flowers. It is not an
abundant plant, so spotting it in the forest
is a special moment of discovery, a gift of
the coming spring.
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in late August, and drop
their leaves early in the fall.
Also known as Oregon plum
or bird cherry, they thrive in
open areas, and light to
moderate shade. They are
native to lowland and
wetland forests from British
Columbia to California, and
hardy to Zone 5. My
experience is that they like
to be near water and don’t
like severely arid conditions.

Oso berry thrives in
disturbed forests, and is a
popular
plant
for
streambank
restoration
projects.
While
birds
spread the seed, it is easily
propagated from cuttings
and suckering. You can
reinvigorate it by cutting it
down to the ground.
Picture by Paul Slichter, 2011

Oso is Spanish for bear, and bears seem
to be quite fond of the ripe berries.

Indigenous people ate the
berries, and used the bark
for a tea reported to be useful as an anesthetic and aphrodisiac.

https://landscapeplants.oregonstate.edu/plants/oemleria-cerasiformis
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=358529&isprofile=0&
https://www.plantoregon.com/product.asp?specific=2250
Neal Lemery is a master gardener, class of 2015. He and his wife, Karen Keltz, have two acres of flowers, fruit trees, a variety of
other trees and shrubs, and a vegetable garden in the South Prairie area south of Tillamook. He’s a guitar player in the Benny and
the Bay City Rockers band, the author of three books and is a blogger. He’s a past president of TCMGA and is currently the
recording secretary.

Look What You Missed!
Nika’s Talk on Spalting
At the March Board Meeting
Spalting is any form of wood coloration caused by fungi. Although
primarily found in dead trees, spalting can also occur under stressed
tree conditions or even in living trees. Spalting can also be produced
artificially using damp vermiculite.
Naturally-spalted bigleaf maple
Pigments extracted
from fungi

Naturally-spalted bigleaf maple
Fruiting body of C. aeruginosa,
which stains wood blue

“Controlled spalting” of maple in
damp vermiculite
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Fruiting body of C. aeruginosa,
which stains wood blue

Join us at the next TCMGA
meeting for another information
talk by a Master Gardener: April 9,
10-noon.

TCMGA OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Appointed Chairs
Annual Committees

Elected Officers
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
Recording Sec
Corresponding Sec
Historian
OMGA Rep
OMGA Alt Rep
Class Rep 2017
Class Rep 2018

Cammy Hickman
Karen Sarnacker
Sarah Ostermiller
Nika Van Tilburg
Neal Lemery
Arla Ayers
Jake Lyons
Linda Stephenson
LeRoy Satter
Jerilee Henderson
Kristy Lund

Audit
Awards
Banquet
Budget

Communications/
Webmaster/Publicity
Grants
Hospitality
Membership

Extension Agent

Joy Jones
Mentors
Mini-College
Nominating

Special Projects
Gardening Day Camp
OYA
Native Plant Garden
Educational Programs

Joy Jones
Evelynn VonFeldt
Marilyn Perl
Neal Lemery

Standing Committees
Learning Garden
Thymes Newsletter
Tiller Newsletter

Linda Stephenson
Jaime Sinnott, Asst.
Deborah Lincoln
Laura Swanson

Photo Contest
Picnic
Plant Clinics North
South
Tillamook
Plant Sale
Projects
Pruning Day
Scholarships
Tour 2020
Volunteers

Terri Southwick
Deb Lincoln
Karen Sarnacker
Cammy Hickman
Nike Van Tilburg
Cammy Hickman
Sarah Ostermiller
Cammy Hickman
Neal Lemery
Neal Lemery
Nika Van Tilburg
Dee Harguth
Jerilee Henderson
Sarah Ostermiller
Linda Stephenson
TBD
Neal Lemery
Karen Sarnacker
Jake Lyons
Linda Stephenson
Mark Kuestner
Tim & Pam Burke
TBD
Sarah Ostermiller
Karen Sarnacker
Sarah Ostermiller
TBD
Neal Lemery
Karen Sarnacker
Betty Lyons
Sarah Ostermiller

Email addresses

Web Pages

Membership tillamookmastergardener@gmail.com
Thymes
dslincoln51@gmail.com

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/tillamook/mg/tcmga
https://www.facebook.com/tillamookmastergardeners

APRIL CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 2

Office Refresher course for Hardy Perennials, 1 pm – 3 pm

April 4

Last MG class, potluck, GRADUATION 9 am – 4 pm

April 9

Plant Sale Meeting, 9 – 10 am
TCMGA Board & Chapter Meeting, 10 am – Noon

Starting April 11

Learning Garden Work Day Moves to Thursdays, 9 am – 12 noon

April 13 & 14

Headlight Herald Home & Garden Show

April 20

Thymes Deadline

May 16

Joy’s Retirement Celebration, 4 pm – 6 pm, Extension Office

June 17-21

International Master Gardener Conference, Valley Forge, PA

11

Impact Statement
2018 DATA
TILLAMOOK COUNTY
(Joy Jones, 4-H and Agriculture OSU Extension Educator shared this section)
The population of Tillamook County is a little less than 27,000 people. The largest community, Tillamook, has
about 5,000 people. The population is comprised mainly of blue-collar employees and retirees that have
relocated to the area. The first Master Gardener training was held in 1988. During the past 32 years, 596 people
have taken the OSU Master Gardener training. Many have remained active for years, some for the remainder of
their lives.
Some participants have moved on and use their training in other pursuits. Many volunteer for other
organizations throughout the county, often using the leadership skills that they began or honed in the Master
Gardener program. Several have transitioned their interest in gardening to a job that utilizes their skills and
knowledge. We have had unemployed folks searching for some way to improve their employability, including a
former logger who was starting a tree service. Virtually all of the small horticulture businesses in the county
have employees or owners that have taken the training.
Throughout the years, the Tillamook County Master Gardener program has welcomed anyone with a sincere
desire to learn more about gardening. We have provided training to several people with special needs, including
someone who was legally blind, an elementary school reading level, Down’s syndrome (with an aide), Autism
(with his aide), and several other educational or physical disabilities. By accommodating their needs, these
people had an opportunity to pursue their interest in horticulture and our organization benefited from having
them in our program. Our belief is that the Master Gardener program is not just about growing plants but also
about growing community.
OSU MASTER GARDENER™ PROGRAM CLASSES
There were 20 new Master Gardener students in Tillamook County, who completed 66 hours of scientific
horticultural training taught by OSU professors and other experts, who each volunteered a minimum of 60 hours
in their community helping with community horticulture educational projects. An additional 48 returning Master
Gardeners recertified by attending a minimum of ten hours of course work and then provided a minimum of 30
hours of volunteer time in our plant clinics and other service work. The Tillamook County Master Gardener
Association maintains an annual membership of about 90 people. The Master Gardener volunteers reported
6,918.89 service hours and 1819 direct contacts at plant clinics and other educational programs.
LEARNING GARDEN
Our Learning Garden at the Tillamook County Fairgrounds has the benefit this year of 43 volunteers putting in
1184 hours of work at the garden. During the county fair, the Garden had 1505 visitors, who benefitted from
educational garden displays and information on a variety of topics, including hoop house gardening, container
gardening, raised beds, shade gardening, berries, apples, native plants, and other types of experimental
horticultural projects. The garden produced 870 pounds of produce, which was delivered to local food banks.
SEED TO SUPPER
We taught a “Seed to Supper” class to 26 individuals to assist them in growing their own vegetables, over 312
hours of instruction. There were six classes delivered in the program at 2 hours each. We provided seeds to
those gardeners. The ‘Seed to Supper’ course is a shared program of Oregon Food Bank’s Learning Gardens and
the Oregon State University Extension Service. The course is ‘comprehensive beginning vegetable gardening
curriculum designed for adults gardening on a budget’. We also collaborated with the county library system to
offer over 16,000 seed packets to the community free.
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OREGON YOUTH AUTHORITY/TRASK RIVER HIGH SCHOOL
The local Oregon Youth Authority (OYA) correctional facility staff approached the Tillamook County Master
Gardener Association and asked them to help renovate the OYA horticulture area at their high school. This led
to a partnership where Master Gardener volunteers work at the facility helping teach the incarcerated youth
about horticulture. The MG volunteers provided approximately 320 hours of hands on instruction and
cooperative learning to the youth in 2018. The Tillamook County Master Gardener Educator and MG volunteers
have been teaching a 12-week OSU Master Gardener™ Sustainable Gardening Program at the facility for the
past 6 years. Graduates receive a Certificate of Completion for an OSU Extension Service Horticulture Training
and one science credit at their high school.
COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS









Pruning Day: In March, we held our community pruning day, with 18 Master Gardener and Apprentices
providing 60 hours of community service work to eight families in need of assistance with pruning their yards
and improving their landscaping. The families were able to learn more about pruning and the Master
Gardener program.
Neah-Kah-Nie High School Courtyard Garden Project: The high school sought assistance to
undertake renovation of the school’s courtyard into an educational and productive horticultural area for the
students. TCMGA provided renovation, planning and planting recommendations and will provide instruction
classes to students and faculty when ready.
Rose Care & Pruning Workshop: We taught a community rose pruning workshop in the spring to fifteen
people, and pruned and maintained a rose garden in a Tillamook City park, in conjunction with the Tillamook
Rotary Club. That work helped educate the Rotarians on how improve rose care in the garden, which is one of
their community projects.
Food Roots Community Garden at Tillamook Jr. High School: This garden is an educational space
for students, families and community members to learn about and grow food. TCMGA is working with them to
create a maintenance and engagement plan for the garden.
Landscaping: We also performed community service work in assisting with landscape and gardening
projects at: the Pioneer Museum, a memorial garden at the hospital, two branches of the library, a post office,
several school and community gardens, city entrances, the fairgrounds, county public works offices and the
native plant project at the OSU Extension offices.

ANNUAL PLANT SALE
Our annual community plant sale attracted 750 customers, and we sold over 2,000 plants to the community,
including vegetables, shrubs, perennials, and trees. We also offered a plant clinic at the sale, providing advice on a
wide range of gardening questions. Proceeds of this annual sale benefit scholarships for Tillamook County
residents and local Master Gardener programs. TCMGA annually funds a $1,000 college scholarship for a
Tillamook Bay Community College student pursuing a degree in horticultural, natural resources, and other
agricultural sciences.
PLANT CLINICS




Master Gardener Office: For most of the year, we staff the Master Gardener Office located in the OSU
Extension Office providing a plant clinic available to the public. We welcome gardening questions and seek to
provide informed, evidence-based advice and direction to the gardening public on a wide range of issues,
including plant identification, pests, diseases, propagation, and general gardening education. Sixty-two (62)
volunteers provided 832 hours of service and assisted 532 local gardeners.
Farmers Markets: We also offered plant clinics at the county’s three farmers markets – Manzanita,
Tillamook and Pacific City - through the summer season, the Alder Creek Farm Harvest Festival – Nehalem -,
with 33 volunteers, 320 service hours and contacts with 384 people.
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BI-ANNUAL GARDEN TOUR
In July, we held a Garden Tour of six gardens, and welcomed 190 visitors to the gardens coming from Vancouver
and Seattle, Washington, Portland, Lincoln City, Astoria, Washington County, Estacada and Michigan. Master
Gardeners showed various landscaping methods and discussed horticultural techniques with our visitors. As with
the Plant Sale, proceeds benefit scholarships for Tillamook County residents and the local Master Gardener
programs.
COMMUNICATIONS




Tiller: We provided articles to the Tiller, an OSU Extension horticulture quarterly publication that is available
to all county residents, reaching 640 households.
The Thymes: We also wrote and distributed on a monthly basis our own newsletter, The Thymes, which
reaches about 130 people. Both publications contain evidence-based articles on a variety of horticultural
subjects of interest to local residents.
Social Media: We have initiated a new website, which will offer articles and links to a wide variety of
programs, publications, and events. We also maintain an active Facebook page, with 525 followers and a
monthly contact rate of 188 hits. All of this activity is organic, i.e. not through paid content or ads.

SPRING & FALL HOME & GARDEN CLASSES
In December, we are offered the community a variety of mini-courses from using an Insta-Pot, Plant ID apps for
your smart phones, dividing dahlias, and ‘clean propagation’ reaching approximately 45 community members.
Similar classes have been set for March and October of 2019.
AWARDS



Search for Excellence: In 2018, we received the Marje Luce Search for Excellence Award presented from
the Oregon Master Gardener Association (OMGA) for our pruning day event as an innovative local outreach
program.
Karl Carlson Memorial Fund Grant & Extension Educator Grant: TCMGA received the Karl Carlson
grant for Learning Garden Signage and Tillamook County Extension received the Educator grant to purchase
books.

The success of these and many other programs is directly attributable to the support and dedication of
the staff and agent at the Tillamook County Extension Service.
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